Summer Reading List 2019-20
INCOMING MIDDLE SCHOOL (6-8)

Fiction
Artemis Fowl by Eoin Colfer
Twelve-year-old evil genius Artemis Fowl tries to restore his family fortune by capturing
a fairy and demanding a ransom in gold, but the fairies fight back with magic,
technology, and a particularly nasty troll. (Middle School Book Club selection)
B.U.G (Big Ugly Guy) by Jane Yolen and Adam Stemple
Sammy Greenberg would rather talk back to The Boyz--a gang of bullies at his
school--and get his head stuck in the toilet than constantly be afraid. But when his friend
Skink gets beaten up so badly that he has to go to the hospital, Sammy thinks he may
be in over his head. He decides to build a golem--a mythical protector from Jewish
folklore, made of clay and animated by the ineffable name of God. But this monster
doesn't just protect him and Skink from The Boyz, he is also a great drummer for their
rock-jazz-klezmer fusion band! But golems come with warnings. They will protect you
until they don't. (Middle School Book Club selection)
Belzhar: a novel by Meg Wolitzer
Jam Gallahue, fifteen, unable to cope with the loss of her boyfriend Reeve, is sent to a
therapeutic boarding school in Vermont, where a journal-writing assignment for an
exclusive, mysterious English class transports her to the magical realm of Belzhar,
where she and Reeve can be together.
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Coraline by Neil Gaiman
Coraline ventures through a mysterious door into a world that is similar, yet disturbingly
different from her own, where she must challenge a gruesome entity in order to save
herself, her parents, and the souls of three others. (Middle School Book Club selection)
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander (and others)
Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs and lows on
and off the court as their father ignores his declining health.
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Twelve-year-old genius and outsider Willow Chance must figure out how to connect with
other people and find a surrogate family for herself after her parents are killed in a car
accident.
Echo: a novel by Pam Muñoz Ryan
Lost in the Black Forest, Otto meets three mysterious sisters and finds himself entwined
in a prophecy, a promise, and a harmonica--and decades later three children, Friedrich
in Germany, Mike in Pennsylvania, and Ivy in California find themselves caught up in
the same thread of destiny in the darkest days of the twentieth century, struggling to
keep their families intact, and tied together by the music of the same harmonica.
El Deafo by Cece Bell
A graphic novel memoir of author/illustrator Cece Bell who grew up hearing impaired.
Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Young Ender Wiggin may prove to be the military genius Earth needs to fight a
desperate battle against a deadly alien race that will determine the future of the human
race.
Everything, Everything by Nicola Yoon; illustrations by David Yoon

The story of a teenage girl who's literally allergic to the outside world. When a new
family moves in next door, she begins a complicated romance that challenges
everything she's ever known. The narrative unfolds via vignettes, diary entries.
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury
After learning that books are a vital part of a culture he never knew, a book-burning
official in a future fascist state clandestinely pursues reading until he is betrayed.
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The Girl of Fire and Thorns by Rae Carson

A fearful sixteen-year-old princess discovers her heroic destiny after being married off to
the king of a neighboring country in turmoil and pursued by enemies seething with dark
magic.
Ghost by Jason Reynolds
Ghost, a naturally talented runner and troublemaker, is recruited for an elite middle
school track team. He must stay on track, literally and figuratively, to reach his full
potential
The Golden Compass by Philip Pullman [series: His Dark Materials]
Lyra Belaqua is content to run wild among the scholars of Jordan College, with her
daemon familiar Pantalaimon always by her side. But the arrival of her fearsome uncle,
Lord Asriel, draws her to the heart of a terrible struggle—a struggle born of Gobblers
and stolen children, witch clans and armored bears. And as she hurtles toward danger
in the cold, far North, young Lyra never suspects the shocking truth: She alone is
destined to win, or to lose, this more-than-mortal battle.
Gone by Michael Grant [series: Gone]
In a small town on the coast of California, everyone over the age of fourteen suddenly
disappears, setting up a battle between the remaining town residents and the students
from a local private school, as well as those who have "The Power" and are able to
perform supernatural feats and those who do not.
The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman
After the grisly murder of his entire family, a toddler wanders into a graveyard where the
ghosts and other supernatural residents agree to raise him as one of their own.

The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where
she lives and the fancy suburban prep school she attends. The uneasy balance
between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her
childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon
afterward, his death is a national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a
drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the streets in Khalil's name.
Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone
wants to know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can
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answer that is Starr. But what Starr does-or does not-say could upend her community. It
could also endanger her life.
How I Became a Writer and Oggie Learned to Drive by Janet Taylor Lisle

As sixth-grader Archie and his six-year-old brother Oggie shuttle back and forth
between their separated parents' two homes, Archie tries desperately to take care of
Oggie and to pretend that everything is normal.
I am Number Four by Pittacus Lore
Nine of us came here. We look like you. We talk like you. We live among you. But we
are not you. We can do things you dream of doing. We have powers you dream of
having. We are stronger and faster than anything you have ever seen. We are the
superheroes you worship in movies and comic books--but we are real. (Middle School
Book Club selection)
I’ll Give you the Sun by Jandy Nelson
A story of first love, family, loss, and betrayal told from different points in time, and in
separate voices, by artists Jude and her twin brother Noah.
Inside Out & Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Inspired by the author's childhood experience of fleeing Vietnam after the Fall of Saigon
and immigrating to Alabama, this coming-of-age debut novel told in verse has been
celebrated for its touching child's-eye view of family and immigration.
Jacob Have I Loved by Katherine Paterson
Feeling deprived all her life of schooling, friends, mother, and even her name by her
twin sister, Louise finally begins to find her identity.
Leviathan by Scott Westerfeld
In an alternate 1914 Europe, fifteen-year-old Austrian Prince Alek, on the run from the
Clanker Powers who are attempting to take over the globe using mechanical machinery,
forms an uneasy alliance with Deryn who, disguised as a boy to join the British Air
Service, is learning to fly genetically-engineered beasts.
Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine
Twelve-year-old Marlee develops a strong friendship with Liz, the new girl in school, but
when Liz suddenly stops attending school and Marlee hears a rumor that her friend is
actually an African American girl passing herself off as white, the two young girls must
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decide whether their friendship is worth taking on integration and the dangers it could
bring to their families.
Michael Vey Series by Richard Paul Evans
Fourteen-year-old Michael discovers he has special electrical powers and, with the help
of his best friends, becomes aware that there are other teens with similar powers, but
something or someone is hunting them and, after Michael's mother is kidnapped, he will
need to rely on his powers and his friends to rescue his mom, protect himself, and save
the others. (Middle School Book Club selection)
The Midwife’s Apprentice by Karen Cushman
In medieval England, a nameless, homeless girl is taken in by a sharp-tempered
midwife, and in spite of obstacles and hardship, eventually gains the three things she
most wants: a full belly, a contented heart, and a place in this world.
Misadventures of Max Crumbly (Series) by Rachel Rennee Russell
Max is about to face the scariest place he's ever been-South Ridge Middle School! He
has been home-schooled by his grandmother until now, and he's begged his parents to
finally let him start attending public middle school. He's starting to question that choice,
though, with the Thomas Silver Problem. As in, Thomas Silver keeps stuffing Max in his
locker.
Nightingale's Nest by Nikki Loftin
In this twist on "The Nightingale," Little John, despite his own poverty and grief, reaches
out to Gayle, an unhappy foster child living next-door who sings beautifully and hides a
great secret.
Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children by Ransom Riggs
Jacob Portman and his newfound friends travel to war-torn 1940 London where they
use their unusual talents to find a cure for Miss Peregrine, the beloved headmistress of
their orphanage who has been trapped in the body of a bird.
Navigating Early by Clare Vanderpool
Odyssey-like adventure of two boys' incredible quest on the Appalachian Trail where
they deal with pirates, buried secrets, and extraordinary encounters.
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Nest by Esther Ehrlich
On Cape Cod in 1972, eleven-year-old Naomi, known as Chirp for her love of birds,
gets help from neighbor Joey as she struggles to cope with her mother's multiple
sclerosis and its effect on her father and sister.
Okay for Now by Gary Schmidt
Fourteen-year-old Doug Swieteck faces many challenges, including an abusive father, a
brother traumatized by Vietnam, suspicious teachers and police officers, and isolation,
but when he meets a girl known as Lil Spicer, he develops a close relationship with her
and finds a safe place at the local library.
Paperboy by Vince Vawter
When an 11-year-old boy takes over a friend's newspaper route in July, 1959, in
Memphis, his debilitating stutter makes for a memorable month.
Refugee by Alan Gratz
Three young people will go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face
unimaginable dangers–from drownings to bombings to betrayals. But for each of them,
there is always the hope of tomorrow. And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are
separated by continents and decades, surprising connections will tie their stories
together in the end.
Rhyme Schemer by K.A. Holt
A novel in verse about Kevin's journey from bully to being bullied, as he learns about
friendship, family, and his talent for poetry.
Seeking Refuge: a graphic novel by Irene N. Watts ; illustrations by Kathryn E.
Shoemaker
A graphic novel account of a young Jewish girl's struggle to find peace in wartime
Britain after she escapes from Nazi Germany, based on the author's own childhood
experiences.
Ship Breaker by Paolo Bacigalupi
In a futuristic world, teenaged Nailer scavenges copper wiring from grounded oil tankers
for a living, but when he finds a beached clipper ship with a girl in the wreckage, he has
to decide if he should strip the ship for its wealth or rescue the girl.
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A Single Shard by Linda Sue Park
Tree-ear, a thirteen-year-old orphan in medieval Korea, lives under a bridge in a potters'
village, and longs to learn how to throw the delicate celadon ceramics himself.
Spy School by Stuart Gibbs
Can a normal, average kid become a superstar secret agent? Maybe not, but it’ll be fun
to watch him try! (Middle School Book Club selection)
 tormbreaker by Anthony Horowitz [series: Alex Rider Adventures]
S
After the death of the uncle who had been his guardian, fourteen-year-old Alex Rider is
coerced to continue his uncle's dangerous work for Britain's intelligence agency, MI6.
Uglies by Scott Westerfeld  [series: Uglies]
Transformation into a super beauty on her sixteenth birthday and reuniting with her
friend Peris will only happen if Tally Youngblood's friend Shay also agrees to the
operation.
War that Saved My Life and War I finally Won by Kimberly Brubaker Bradley
A young disabled girl and her brother are evacuated from London to the English
countryside during World War II, where they find life to be much sweeter away from
their abusive mother
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
As her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The
$20,000 Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series
of mysterious notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of
time and space.
Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls
A loving threesome, they ranged the dark hills and river bottoms of Cherokee country.
Old Dan had the brawn. Little Ann had the brains, and Billy had the will to make them
into the finest hunting team in the valley. Glory and victory were coming to them, but
sadness waited too. Where the Red Fern Grows is an exciting tale of love and
adventure you'll never forget. (Middle School Book Club selection)
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Where Things Come Back by John Corey Whaley.

In the remarkable, bizarre, and heart-wrenching summer before Cullen Witter's senior
year of high school, everything he thinks he understands about his small and painfully
dull Arkansas town vanishes.
A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L’Engle
Meg Murry, her brother Charles, and their friend Calvin, embark on a journey through
space and time, assisted by three otherworldly women, to find Meg's father, a physicist
who disappeared while experimenting with time travel.
Non-fiction
Angels, Prophets, Rabbis & Kings from the stories of the Jewish people text by Jos
Patterson; color illustrations by Claire Bushe
A collection of traditional Jewish legends from the earliest times, stories of the rabbis,
and tales from the communities of medieval Europe.
Bomb:The Race to Build—and Steal—the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon by
Steve Sheinkin
Examines the history of the atomic bomb, discussing the discovery of the behavior of
uranium when placed next to radioactive material, the race to build a bomb, and the
impact of the weapon on societies around the world.
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson

The author shares her childhood memories and reveals the first sparks that ignited her
writing career in free-verse poems about growing up in the North and South
Chew on This: Everything You Don't Want to Know about Fast Food by Eric
Schlosser and Charles Wilson
A behind-the-scenes look at the fast food industry.
Courage & Defiance: Stories of Spies, Saboteurs, and Survivors in World War II
Denmark by Deborah Hopkinson

The story of the Danish resistance and the rescue of over seven thousand Jews during
World War II.
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Escape! The Story of the Great Houdini by Sid Fleischman
A biography of the magician, ghost chaser, aviator, and king of escape artists whose
amazing feats are remembered long after his death in 1926.
The Family Romanov : Murder, Rebellion, & the Fall of Imperial Russia by Candace
Fleming
Details the history of Russia's last royal family, the Romanovs.
Flesh and Blood So Cheap by Albert Marrin
Provides a detailed account of the disastrous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire in New
York City, which claimed the lives of 146 garment workers in 1911, and examines the
impact of this event on the nation's working conditions and labor laws.

The Griffin and the Dinosaur: How Adrienne Mayor Discovered a Fascinating Link
between Myth and Science by Marc Aronson
Traces the research scientist co-author's explorations in Greece and the Gobi Desert for
the origins of the mythical griffin, relating the story of the ancient Scythians and the
griffins that were said to have guarded their treasure.
Most Dangerous: Daniel Ellsberg and the Secret History of the Vietnam War by
Steve Sheinkin. The story of Daniel Ellsberg and his decision to steal and publish secret
documents about America's involvement in the Vietnam War.
Popular: A Memoir: Vintage Wisdom for a Modern Geek by Maya van Wagenen
Presents a memoir of a one year social experiment in which teen author Maya Van
Wagenen followed a 1950's popularity guide, written by former teen model Betty
Cornell.
Treaties, Trenches, Mud, and Blood : A World War I Tale by Nathan Hale
Presents in graphic novel format a history of World War One.

Unbroken : an Olympian's Journey from Airman to Castaway to Captive by Laura
Hillenbrand
A biography of Olympic runner and World War II bombardier, Louis Zamperini, who had
been rambunctious in childhood before succeeding in track and eventually serving in
the military, which led to a trial in which he was forced to find a way to survive in the
open ocean after being shot down.
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 hat Color is My World? by Kareem Abdul-Jabbar
W
While twins Ella and Herbie help the handyman Mr. Midal work on their new home, he
tells them about such inventors as Granville Woods, Dr. Henry T. Sampson, and James
West, giving them a new view of their heritage as African-Americans. Kareem
Abdul-Jabbar, basketball legend and the NBA's all-time leading scorer, champions a
lineup of little-known African-American inventors.
A Wreath for Emmett Till by Marilyn Nelson
This illustrated poetry collection eulogizes Emmett Till, an African American man who
was killed in a brutal, racially motivated lynching in 1955.
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